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INTRODUCTION • r^-' --' '-•' v-; : '"-: ' •-'• -" •: •-i •- • '• • -= -.:• .-. / .••:;.. !; , lk

From 1970 to 1980, several conferences were held and publications 

produced regarding the need to improve data collection on indicators of 

women's status, as well as a number of publications offering concrete 

proposals for such improvements (United Nations, 1984a, 1984b). During this 

period, the disaggregation of statistics by sex has expanded in many " 

countries and indicators, and such disaggregated statistics are presented 

with increased frequency in international data compiled by the United Nations 

specialized organizations. In addition, two major sets of statistics on the 

status of women have appeared, one published by the Bureau of the Census and 

the United States Agency for International Development in 1984 and 1985, 

called Women of the World, with a volume for each major world region (Chamie, 

1985; Chaney, 1984; Newman, 1984; Shah, 1985) and the other by the yi ; ' ;--- 

Statistical Office of the United Nations Secretariat for the Nairobi 

Conference on Women (Selected Statistics and Indicators of the Status of 

Women, 1985). • ' -• - - - - - ' •

These statistics on socioeconomic indicators of the status of Third 

World women actually includes statistics on Third World men as well. The 

data cover 45 indicators for 75 countries at the beginning and the end of the 

1970-80 decade. In most cases the statistics for the beginning of the decade 

refer to the period 1970-72, except for countries in which census data only 

exist for 1973 and 1974. Also, in the case of Burkina Faso, Bolivia, Ivory 

Coast, Yemen and United Arab Emirates, in which the census was taken in 1975



and the only earlier data available were for 1965, the decision was made to 

include the 1975 data as 1970-related data. The statistics for the end of 

the decade cover 76 countries, because Zimbabwe was added, and they usually 

refer to the 1979-81 period. ; £. .... . . .•:,,;: .... --.,.>-:,: . >y-: .->-. :,,j-^ :: '^o;.'-

This monograph differs in several ways from already published .-. 

monographs, because of: its inclusion of different types of indicators of 

women's access to education, economic participation, and social visibility; 

the wider coverage of national published and unpublished statistics; the time 

period covered by the statistics; and the extent of the analysis of the ; --. 

available data on different indicators. ,: . , L . , • ;,:j, c -; . ,,

First, with regard to women's access to education, we used elementary 

school completion rate (for men and women 15 years and over) because, in .^ 

developing countries with an overall low level of literacy, completion ,, ?>r; rv : 

represents an important achievement of women that can enlarge their range of 

employment opportunities. In the Women of the World set of indicators, this 

indicator is omitted and only elementary school enrollment rates are ,..,,.-v r 

presented, which do not depict a reliable picture of girls' access to 

education since the dropout rates can be very high, especially in countries 

at a low level of economic and social development. In the Selected ~,->v V M.JO' 

Statistics and Indicators of the Status of Women, this indicator is included 

but the completion rate is calculated on a population base of 25 years old 

and over (according to the format adopted by UNESCO), which does not reflect 

current advances in women's access to education among the younger generation 

of 15-24-year-old (s). ..•» ± ,,. •-, •- ., .. o ..... -,..-,, , .-' ; ;i . ft ,--*:i*'i .-:---^".

Second, with regard to indicators of women's economic participation, 

because of conceptual and methodological problems involved in women's



economic activity rates, we used the indicator "women's share of paid • •; 

employment," which seems to be the only indicator free of major measurement 

problems in all countries (for more details see: section on "Findings"). 

Instead, Women of the World is using economic activity rates (labor force 

participation rates) and percent of unpaid family workers as indicators which 

are the two least valid indicators for most Latin American, Middle Eastern 

and North African countries as well as for a few countries in Asia and 

sub-Saharan Africa. In Selected Statistics and Indicators of the Status of 

Women, only labor force participation rates are disaggregated by sex. The 

indicators "percent of total population who are unpaid family workers" and 

"percent of total population who are employees" are presented only for women.

Third, three additional indicators have been included in the present 

set that are not included in the other two sets, namely: the percent of 

female-headed households, the percent of female elementary school teachers, 

and internal migration indicators. The percent of female-headed households 

is theoretically an important indicator of the status of women because the 

presence of many female-headed households helps break down the basic 

justification of sex stratification: women's economic and social dependence 

on men that justifies paid enployment to be reserved only for men. The 

percent of female elementary school teachers is an important indicator of 

women's access to education because it clarifies for policymakers what 

intervention might help increase girls' elementary school enrollment, 

especially in rural areas. UNESCO data have shown a high correlation between 

the percent of female elementary school teachers and female elementary school 

enrollment in developing countries, and development interventions in Nepal 

have shown that increases in the percent of female elementary school teachers



in rural areas have been accompanied by increases in girls' elementary school 

enrollment (Women, Equality, Education/ 1978). Finally, internal migration 

indicators are significant because they show the extent to which women have 

the option to change their place of residence in order to change marital 

status or to gain access to education or paid employment. : - *^ io..,.--..-,/.-.• T -

Another very important difference between this monograph and the other 

two monographs is that in this set of indicators, two distinct sets of actual 

statistics are presented at the beginning and at the end of the 1970-80 -:' 1 ' 

decade. In the Women of the World regional volumes, the dates for each - •'•- '--; 

indicator vary widely from country to country from 1970-1982 so that the 

statistics presented are not comparable. In the Selected Statistics and 

Indicators on the Status of Women, on the other hand, there are three sets of 

statistics for each indicator and country for 1970, 1980 and 2000 but the 

1980 statistics for most indicators and the 2000 statistics for all >•>• ~~ ; -- 

indicators are estimates or projections."" - - - • —

In addition to the usual sources for statistics, other special 

publications were consulted, such as statistical profiles of women published 

in some countries, and available national statistics, published and ^. '-'jn 

unpublished, were used as much as possible. In many Third World countries a 

great wealth of data are collected but, because of a lack of adequate funds 

and personnel, not all of these data can be analyzed and published. Letters, 

therefore, were sent to the directors of the statistical offices of all ; - • 

countries and their cooperation was sought with regard to missing data about 

specific indicators. In all cases, cooperation was outstanding. Published 

and unpublished data were received, in the latter case after the available 

data were especially tabulated for this project. Thanks to this excellent



response from directors of statistics, missing data did not present the 

problem they might have if we had relied only on published national and 

international sources. . < . 0 ... . . - . .. ,-.,.^ ,

Finally, the sets of data are analyzed in order to assess the n 

differential power and sensitivity of each indicator to measure women's 

status and to conclude with a small number of indicators that can best 

reflect the position and changes in the status of women. .,.. . _. , . .



METHODOLOGY B:V-. •-• ^ ?:--' ^J -

The analysis of the 45 socioeconomic indicators of the status of Third 

World men and women is carried out first at the global level for all Third 

World countries and then at the regional level. The analysis focuses on the 

following five major sets of relationships: ^ : ••••-•-'•^7^ ._>!<« -•<-"j i ;..-.. -•;<?'.•.;r*u;

1. The relationships existing between different socioeconomic indicators

of women's status; ""'" : •'~ "''*-'" '•-"•- ' :; -«••-^••••'^ •••-••.• ••^.•-. •••. , .-,..- ,v- ,,,

2. The relationships existing between indicators of economic and social 

development and indicators of women's status at the beginning and end 

of the decade;

3. The relationships existing between women's status and male-female 

status differences; and : ' - ' ' ; ' ;'•''" - <•.-••

4. The relationships existing between economic and social development and

male-female status differences. , • 

Because several indicators address different dimensions of women's access to 

valued resources, such as economic activity, education, and survival, the 

examination of the interrelations between indicators at the global as well as 

at the regional level leads to some conclusions as to which indicators are 

the most powerful and sensitive ones. Based on these conclusions, a smaller 

number of indicators is used for all subsequent analysis. ; ''•'-'

The Middle Eastern and North African region is usually not discussed in 

this monograph because of the small number of countries in the region and the 

lack of data for many of the examined indicators, rendering the regional 

analysis impossible.



DEFINITIONS OF INDICATORS

Economic Activity Rates : ^ •„.'..*•"•.._". ..„•-....; •'-'•' •• ; . :;'. • -.

Economic activity rates refer to the percent of the total population 

age 15 years and over who are economically active, that is/ who furnish or 

intend to supply labor for the production of economic goods and services. 

The rates are given separately for males and females and, as with all data on 

the economically active population, they may refer to a specific reference 

period — one week, one month, six months, or one year prior to the census or 

survey — or may refer to the usual activity of a person without reference to 

any specific time frame. ....... •

• ;, The economically active population includes the total of employed and 

unemployed persons, though there are differences between countries as regards 

the treatment of such groups as armed forces, inmates of institutions, 

persons living on reservations, persons seeking their first job, seasonal 

workers, and persons engaged in part-time economic activities. Some 

countries treat all or some of these groups as economically active, while 

other countries regard them as inactive. There is, however, a consensus on 

treating students, women occupied in domestic duties, retired persons, 

persons living entirely on their own means, and persons wholly dependent upon 

others as economically inactive. Furthermore, there are a few exceptions to 

the general definition of economically active population. In the case of 

Tanzania, for exairple, only the employed were counted as economically active 

in the 1967 census {Tanzania, 1967 Population Census). ••.;-..... : .

The activity rate, which is also called the labor force participation 

rate, indicates the level of labor force activity among those who could



possibly work, and is usually expressed as: ~~L -.'"..

Activity rate = (economically active population) i
(economically active)! + (non-economically active) i

where "i" is an age group.

Unemployment Rates -'•• '•"*•'"•• • -• /; 0?-" -° ^ "• ' •i' ! '- t • • " :-- --"'••"• • " - :i -j-'r ' ' :" "'-"•'

Unenployment rates refer to those in the labor force who are not 

employed during the reference period used by the Census or survey in each 

country. They are presented separately for males and females aged 15 years 

and over or as close to this age as was possible in view of available data.

The recommended international standard definition of unemployment - v 

includes all persons above a specified age who, during the reference period, 

were in one of the following categories: " • ~; ! ~ : v — .""'--

1) workers available for employment whose contract of employment had been 

terminated or temporarily suspended and who were without a job and 

seeking work for pay or profit; ! : ;1 • -";V ..;;>•-,. -,.^ •: •...,

2) persons who were available for work (except for minor illness) during 

the specified period and were seeking work for pay or profit; ;- : "•.^.:

3) persons who were never previously employed or whose most recent status

-T was other than that of employee (i.e., former employers, etc.), or who

had been in retirement; •' ' : . : -•,.:-• ;*'•

4) persons without a job and currently available for work who had made

arrangements to start a new job at a date subsequent to the specified 

period; and

5) persons on temporary or indefinite layoff without pay. j "- : --t.r- -.-.-:>

8



Definitions of the "unemployed" used by different countries often 

differ, however, from this recommended international standard definition. 

The national definitions used vary from country to country with regard to age 

limits, reference periods, criteria for those once employed who are seeking 

work, minimum limits of time worked, and treatment of persons temporarily 

laid off and first-time job seekers. The footnotes to the tables describe 

variations in definitions but for more details on the length of the reference 

period or the criteria for those considered unemployed, national censuses 

must be consulted. , -•• >• : • • ; . - ,, , ;

Percent of Women in the Labor Force .-.-,•_ .^, ..u :;.:/ ; . :

The percent of women in the labor force refers to the percent of the 

economically active population 15 years and over who are women. - .-.,.

Employment Status ' •••; •;•• _ ; . . ••.< ' .. • : .•..,;: ; o_

ILO recommends the use of the following categories as a base for the

international classification of the economically active population by status:

a) Employer: a person who operates his or her own economic enterprise or

engages independently in a profession or trade, and hires one or more 

, : employees. • .-..•-. •-•-<-• - -a-..-. • ,-T

b) Own-account worker: a person who operates his or her own economic - 

enterprise or engages independently in a profession or trade, and hires 

no employees. ; . • ; .. .,-;_. • -.;---;,o ,.v.- '-. -.-v ?••••• r • -s ..•-.•• ••' 1.

c) Employee: a person who works for a public or private employer and

9



receives remuneration in wages, salary, commission, tips, piece-rates 

or pay in kind. •'.•" - ; '• '->•• ' -'^-. ; •" •••.'- •• • • - :'i 

d) Unpaid family worker: a person who works a specified minimum amount of 

.---. time (at least one-third of normal working hours), without pay, in an 

economic enterprise operated by a related person living in the same 

household. :.....-Xj V J;.:;^-, •:.- .u.-.x. -^ . v- •, •: < '•••• ;:./-:•;: ••..- i,.;ri ..'-.-

Despite this ILO definition, however, the ILO yearbooks combine the 

categories of "employers" and "working on own account." This explains the 

fact that in several countries we present data for "unpaid family workers" -"• 

and "employees" but not for the other two categories.

Many points of difference arise from country to country with regard to 

the classification by employment status. These differences are particularly 

pronounced with regard to the treatment of unemployed persons. In general, 

unemployed persons with previous job experience are included with employees, 

but in some cases they are labeled as "persons non-classifiable by status" 

together with unemployed persons seeking their first job. In Libya, for 

example, the unemployed with previous work experience are classified .-> .^-; 

according to their employment status in the last job they held (Libya - 

Preface to 1973 Census). This is also the case with Thailand (Thailand - ' 

1970 Census). '-- > -•' -"**•• «r*j^j.$,_-^> .'ua.«'.-.j^ i .;s <-.- •-, , -..-.,.•.:..'«; —~?-^ i -• ••;,•:-•;. ~^v

In most cases, the data on employment status refer to the economically 

active population, as is true, for example, in Colombia (1975 Census), Panama 

(1974 Labor Statistics and 1970 Census), Tanzania (1967 Census), and Malaysia 

(1970 Census). However, in some countries employment status is given for 

only the employed population, as is true for Korea (1970 Census), Venezuela

10



{1971 Census), Liberia (1974 Census), El Salvador (1971 Census), and .-,,.-.<•: 

Singapore (1970 Census). -_., . -. . , , . , ..,.. '\.i-i*- - •

In a few cases, the classification by employment status does not follow 

the internationally accepted definition because it is thought that the 

planning needs of the country can be better served with a different • 

definition. Such is the case in Botswana where rural inhabitants are divided 

into those involved in subsistence or cash-earning agriculture (Report of the 

Population Census, 1971). , v , iLV- - -..^...-- • •.

Women's Share of Paid Employment .-,.,-. • ,-.. " ., i; . - •.,...:

Women's share of paid employment refers to the percentage of all 

salaried employees and wage earners 15 years and older who are female. Where 

possible, this information was obtained for the total labor force; where such 

data were not available, they were given as a percentage of the employed 

population only. The minimum age used in the calculations of these 

percentages was 15 years. , - ; > ; -,-, ;

Male-Female Differentials in Agricultural Wages ._ : .-^ '

The male-female differential in agricultural wages is measured by the 

percent of average male wages that corresponds to the average female wages 

according to the following formula: _ , ,.;/„-, . , •

average female wages 

average male Vages

Whenever different rates of wages were given for work in different types of 

crops or different agricultural tasks, the average of these wages was taken.

11



Data on male-female differentials in agricultural wages are not available for 

most Middle Eastern and North African as well as sub-Saharan African oo ; .;

countries. •- •••••• ••••• .-• • ••--• *:-- .-.- .••"-".• '•'•-• - -"•-- '•'-• -'•• - •'- - ;'•-

Illiteracy Rate •> * "^.rw h&i^z. _ -rft..: -:<v« ,:j •;-- y.i;?.:;fi.o..; *;••: ,,.; v.-'v-n £s:r-7-r,yi- 

•:--jv illiteracy rate refers to the percentages of the total male or female 

population aged 15 years and over who are not able to both read and write a 

short simple statement with understanding in the official language of the 

country. It is, however, possible that those people designated as 

"illiterate" can read and write in the dialect of their ethnic group.

Gross Primary School Enrollment Ratio : ••" •'-"-•' • . :; i:^ ;•: .-.••...

oa. According to the definition adopted by UNESCO, the gross primary school 

enrollment ratio is the total enrollment of all ages divided by the : ! -^ ''-" 

population of the specific age groups which correspond to the age groups of 

primary schooling, expressed as a percentage. Separate enrollment ratios are 

shown for males and females. Since the gross enrollment ratio includes 

pupils of all possible ages and the population is limited to the range of 

official school ages, countries with an almost universal education at the 

first level among the school-age population will exhibit ratios which exceed 

100, if the actual age distribution of pupils extends beyond the official 

school ages, as is true for many sub-Saharan African countries.

Percent Female Primary School Enrollment

The percent female primary school enrollment refers to the percent of 

all students enrolled in primary school who are female. ,, 5_ ; ;;? j-. .^ ... ,,.,

12



Gross Secondary School Enrollment Ratio '•* •'•• . > :

According to the UNESCO definition, the gross secondary school 

enrollment ratio refers to the total enrollment of all ages divided by the 

population of the specific age groups which correspond to the age groups of 

secondary school, expressed as a percentage; it is shown separately for males 

and females. The gross secondary enrollment ratio, like the gross primary 

enrollment ratio, may exceed 100 if the actual age distribution of pupils 

spreads over outside the official school ages. While in most countries the 

duration of secondary education is six years, this duration varies from 

country to country. In 20 countries, secondary education lasts seven years; 

in 12 countries, five years; in Somalia, eight years; in Mali and El •••••• --••<-

Salvador, three years; and in Bolivia, Chile, and Afghanistan, four years.

•••-••••• .'-:;sj-:- .- . '"•.-'•- -•'- ' •:,.- ••••' >.• '- i. .• '. •..: "-> * •:#!'.• , '• ' •-'--^ ••-• .

Percent Female Secondary School Students - • • -: ..-

The percent of female secondary school enrollment refers to the ' 

percentage of full-time female pupils enrolled at the secondary level. In 

general, data cover public and private schools. The secondary level :.i.. 

includes: 1) general education, which is based on at least four years of 

previous instruction at the first level, does not attempt to prepare the 

pupils directly for a particular trade or occupation, and offers courses ;-' 

considered to be minimum prerequisites for admission to a university; 2) 

teacher-training, which prepares students for the teaching profession; and 

3) vocational or technical education, which aims directly at preparing pupils 

for a trade or occupation. Whenever possible, part-time courses and short 

courses in vocational education have been excluded. -=-^ • ...

13



Primary School Graduation Rates , •.. -. ..,< v.'...^.? :; •'. ; / v?,-..- . •/ -- -:;•.:

Primary school graduation rates refer to the percentage of men and 

women 15 years and over, from the total population, who have completed at 

least primary school in a given year. This includes all those who completed 

the last grade of primary school, whether or not they went on with their ''....^

education. ^. .••..'-* -.-.•- ""'. ..»~v .•':.,;• .- .......'. ...... „ ... . . . .^.. ••-'--.-.---;

Although the duration of primary school is six years for most .-: u <, 

countries, there is some variation. For example, in 1970 in seven countries 

(India, Bangladesh, Iran, Morocco, Mozambique, Senegal, and Jamaica), primary 

education was completed in five years, while in ten countries (nine of which 

are sub-Saharan African countries), it lasted for seven years. In Angola and 

Somalia, it lasts four years; in Malawi, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, and .; v rB?' 

Afghanistan, eight years; in El Salvador, nine years; and in Ghana, ten 

years. The statistics that were used reflect the national education system 

of the country they describe. ,..-; r^;, .-• -.L . i -: ,-,,-,; .-,-..:•- J0 -_.,-'.'• : .- ; ... _; '~—

Percent of Female Elementary School Teachers •.-, .... , , . , v

The percent of female elementary school teachers refers to the • ..-.., 

percentage of the teaching staff at the first level of education who are . ., 

women. In general, data cover both public and private schools, including 

primary classes attached to secondary schools but excluding schools and 

classes organized for adults or handicapped children. The percentage refers 

to both full-time and part-time teachers but excludes other school personnel 

who do not actually teach (principals, librarians, counselors). For some 

countries, however, it has not been possible to determine whether these other

14



school personnel have indeed been excluded. •-••»•-•••: • '-. • - :; . • =.. ;, o

Secondary Vocational Education Rate • • !.-±-\;-: :•.:. - :. •

The secondary vocational education rate refers to the number of pupils 

enrolled in vocational and technical classes at the secondary level for every 

1,000 persons aged 15-24 years in the population in a given year. Included 

are technical, industrial, arts and crafts, trade, commercial, agricultural, 

fishery, forestry, domestic science, music, fine arts, and other courses 

offered at vocational schools as well as in departments and classes attached 

to institutions whose main concern is education of other types and/or levels. 

Part-time and short courses form an important part of vocational training, 

but correspondence courses have generally been excluded. The secondary . -• *•- 

vocational education rate is given separately for males and females. '"• - LT

u: '.-, -•'.; - . -;-.-,: •••. vne:- ..: ... -, .' - '., \t , ^ ;'...-•-:' • •. .v>* 1 *' : . .:•-' ..'...••-

Percent of Women Enrolled in Secondary Vocational Education

The percent of women enrolled in secondary vocational education refers 

to the percent of pupils in vocational or technical classes at the secondary 

level who are women. - •-." ; •-• •- -••-•

Total Fertility Rate - h; '•'••>'••

The total fertility rate (TFR) is the average number of children who 

would be born alive, to a woman during her lifetime if, through all her 

childbearing years, her fertility rate conformed to the age-specific 

fertility rates of each given year. This measure gives the total number of 

children an average women will bear in her lifetime, assuming no mortality. 

In some cases, different values of the total fertility rate were

15



available for a country from different sources. In these cases, a decision 

was made on the basis of available information about the coverage of 

different surveys and the quality of the data. ••> •:•'-.•-. ./.,- ,k ,:; , v-^^..vo

Percent of Female Heads of Household ;. . f t.-,:^ 3-1 c- •*., t^nt^

•j^lu The percent of female heads of household refer to the percent of all 

heads of household in a given year who are women. Most often the definition 

of "household" or "head of household" or the age range used for "heads of 

household" is not specified. -- - - •• -•• ... . . . - * - -•=--•. -^ -•-./' •.„•.

, .-f^i; Peru defines head of household as the person acknowledged as such by 

all members of the household (1972 Census). This is also the definition in 

Liberia. In Liberia, however, it was decided that in households containing 

husband and wife (or wives), the husband was head of the household, but when 

a second wife lived in a separate hut, that wife was considered the head of 

the household in which she lived (1974 Population and Housing Census of 

Liberia). In the 1970 Census of Singapore, the head of the household was 

defined in the same terms as in Peru, but Singapore's Department of 

Statistics expected the household head to be the eldest member, the main «/-u 

income earner of the family, or the person who manages the affairs of the 

household. ••••.-"... , . : ^~&.. ?- r i-';s~' .-a. .,

Women's Average Age at Marriage ; ^, ; ,,';,?;. :-*.A"?r: ..• t- ^

Women's average age at marriage refers to average age at first marriage 

in a given year. In the majority of cases, the indirect measure called -•. 

singulate mean age at marriage (SMAM) was used. This measure, calculated 

from data on marital status by age, is an estimate of the mean number of
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years lived by a cohort of women before their first marriage. The basic 

assumption involved in the calculation of the proportion of females who are 

single in successive age groups is that the change in proportion of singles 

from age x to age x + 1 is a measure of the proportion of a birth cohort 

married at that age.

Percent of Women in the Agricultural Labor Force ' ; " " 

'"-'-• The percent of women in the agricultural labor force refers to the 

percent of all persons classified in the industry category of agriculture/ 

hunting, forestry, and fishing who are women. This percent, therefore, 

includes all types of employment status in agriculture. It is known, -f- 

however, that in many countries, especially Latin American, Middle Eastern, 

and North African countries, unpaid women family workers are seriously 

undernumerated, and in these cases, available ILO estimates were used instead 

of the data provided by national censuses, since the ILO data more accurately 

reflect the actual picture of the agricultural labor force.

Widowed, Divorced, and Separated Population "'' ' - 3>< "'"' " Ur"'' 1 '" •

The definitions of widowed, divorced, and separated depend to a large 

extent on local practices. In Libya, for example, where polygamy is 

permitted, a widower is a male who has lost only one wife and has not 

remarried since her death (1973 Census of Population). In Guatemala, where 

consensual marriages are common, a widow is a person of either sex whose 

spouse has died, who has not remarried since then, and has no live-in 

companion. A divorced person in Guatemala, on the other hand, is a person 

whose marriage was declared null or void by competent authority and has not
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remarried since. In Mauritius, separated persons include those who are 

separated—legally or not—and have not remarried. In Mexico, data for 

separated persons include those who were married and have separated from 

their spouse and those who were living in a consenual union and are no longer 

in that union (IX Censo de Poblacion, 1970). „. . -.. _.,

Widowed Women Per 100 Widowed Men refers to the actual number of widows 

for every 100 widowers in the population in a given year.

Divorced and Separated Women Per 100 Divorced and Separated Men refers 

to the actual number of divorced and separated women for every 100 divorced 

and separated men in the population in a given year.

Widowed, Divorced and Separated Women Per 100 Windowed, Divorced, and 

Separated Men refers to the actual number of widowed, divorced, and separated 

women for every 100 widowed, divorced, and separated men in the population in 

a given year. ; .,.,.,._ : .. . > 7 -

Infant Mortality Rate . . .,„,.. . ., ; . .. ,. ... , ,-

The infant mortality rate is the number of deaths to male or female 

infants under one year of age per 1,000 live births in a given year. In 

some cases, the national data on male and female infant mortality seem to 

underestimate the actual infant mortality as shown by small, intensive 

studies. In these cases, estimates made by the World Bank or the United „ 

Nations were used instead of the national data.-, , ,

Child Mortality Rate ... ....... .. ... . .————————————- . ..———.———- *^-———•————— • - -' * '- •' -- ".;---.*.• ' ' - -V • :.

The child mortality rate is the number of deaths to male or female ...,. x 

children ages 1-4 per 1,000 children of that same age in the population in a
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given year. In some cases, the national data on male and female child 

mortality seem to underestimate the actual child mortality. In these cases, 

available estimates that reflect more accurately the actual child mortality
""••••'•'<-• •=•>'-:•• •:»•,.-;• •-'• -.::,-, -- ' :_. jv'v • ;. ^ ;;.,; 'r - ; C ':'> 'JrO i. £• ' ' i. •• ' ..'.,•

are used instead of the national data.

• .: . ,:•••• ;••-. j-i . • ,- ^- • . •> -
Age-Specific Mortality Rate " ' ^ -.

An age- and sex-specific mortality rate is measured by the number of 

deaths that have occurred in a given age-sex group during the course of a 

year, per 1,000 persons in that same age-sex group at the middle of the year, 

Such age- and sex-specific mortality rates have been calculated for school
1 "• ~* ' '~ - ' . . '

children (ages 5-9), adolescents (ages 10-14), and the childbearing years 

(ages 15-24, 25-34, and 35-44).

. - .. . ... . .. . . -,_
Maternal Mortality Rate

The maternal mortality rate is the number of women who die as a result 

of complications of pregnancy and childbirth per 100,000 live births in that 

year.

Life Expectancy at Birth ' ..

Life expectancy at birth is an estimate of the average number of years 

a person can be expected to live, based on the age-specific death rates for a 

given year. Life expectancies are shown separately for males and females.

SexjRatic? of the_Working Age Population

The sex ratio of the working-age population refers to the number of 

males 15-64 years old per 100 females in the same age group in a given year.
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The Labor Force by Occupational Categories -

The classification of economically active men and women in different 

occupational categories follows the standard ILO definitions of occupational 

categories. Two different indicators are used. The percent of women in each 

occupational category is an indicator of the degree to which women have -',.-•--;•• 

entered different occupational categories. The occupational rates for men 

and women are indicators of the extent to which different occupational 

categories represent usual or unusual occupational choices for men and women.

-'-•"•• '• ' '•^•""•-< --•••• -. • .^.1 -. •.-.•;..- .-..-., .;-! ^~!_:: _; r;.,;; . . : j. . -••--'H-- ^fi, •; y^ (->...'..

Labor Force by industry "•
..JiO

The classification of economically active men and women in different '•& •

industries follows the standard ILO definitions of industry. Two different 

indicators were used. The percent of women in each industry is an indicator 

of the degree to which women have entered different industries. The industry 

rates for men and women are indicators of the extent to which different 

industries attract and accept men and women.

Internal Migration Indicators , -.... X- :;. ':

Internal migration indicators are presented only for the early 1970s 

because data have not been available for a sufficient number of countries in 

the early 1980s. The following indicators have been calculated depending on 

data availability for different countries:

a. Lifetime Internal Migration Indicators: Lifetime internal migrants are 

those persons 5 years and over who, in a given year, have ever moved to any
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place other than their place of birth. Three different indicators were ' "'^ 

calculated: :̂ "'^ v> ^>>;*•*>-.•*•.is - -flv:-'^:; ;;:-:.bc*q' ',;,-..- jw. •-&

1. the percentage of female lifetime internal migrants of all lifetime

internal migrants;"" -; •*' •' t' : - ; -'- : 's-^'-•.: &c "^v1 :-;a ,;-^L ;:-v-v. .., :,. , ; ,joo ,-;..; ,-,, ~>o v

2. the sex ratio of lifetime internal migrants, that is, the number of

male lifetime internal migrants per 100 female lifetime internal ''"• '••''•' 

migrants; and -••-• - - ; --' •• • -• -•—- •'-'•

3. lifetime internal migration rates for males and females, that is, the 

percentage of all men and women 5 years and over who are lifetime 

internal migrants. •-.-.-' 'V-.

b. Last-Residence Internal Migration Indicators: Last-residence internal 

migrants are those persons 5 years and over who changed place of residence 

during a given reference period, usually of five years, unless otherwise 

specified. Three different indicators were calculated: •'•''•' -

1. the percentage of female last-residence internal migrants of all 

last-residence internal migrants; " ' ^ v

2. the sex ratio of last-residence internal migrants, that is, the number 

of male last-residence internal migrants per 100 female last-residence 

internal migrants; and ' : - f-' :••-"• ''•""• -•• " !; : r "^Q •" "' =

3. last-residence internal migration rates for males and females, that is, 

the percent of all men and women 5 years and over who are last- 

residence internal migrants. :
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Gross National Product (GNP) per Capita ,~. .......

Gross national product per capita is the measure of total domestic and 

foreign output claimed by residents of a country in U.S. dollars. The years 

for which data were available for calculating the GNP per capita were 1973 

and 1981. In 1973, the GNP per capita was calculated as follows: Data were 

converted first from domestic currencies into average 1972-74 prices and 

exchange rates and then into 1973 U.S. dollars by means of the implicit U.S. 

GNP deflator for 1973, with 1972-74 as the base period (World Tables, 1976). 

The GNP per capita for 1981 was similarly calculated (World Development 

Report, 1983).

Percent of Population in Urban Areas ;

The definition of urban population in 1970 varies in different : 

countries. In Senegal, all agglomerations of 10,000 or more inhabitants are 

considered to be urban; in Ghana, Madagascar, and Zambia, all locations with 

more than 5,000 inhabitants are considered urban; and in Ethiopia, Gabon, 

Kenya, Liberia, and Zaire, locations with more than 2,000 inhabitants are 

considered urban. Benin, Botswana, Chad, Egypt, Libya, Mauritius, Morocco, 

Rwanda, Sudan, and Tanzania have defined a number of localities as towns, 

including national capitals, regional capitals, and villages of undefined 

size; in Mexico, any locality of 2,500 inhabitants or more is defined as 

urban; Colombia includes centers of 1,500 or more, and Venezuela classifies 

centers of 1,000 or more as urban; in Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Nicaragua, and Paraguay, administrative centers 

of varying size are defined as urban; and in Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago, 

a number of selected towns are specifically defined as urban. Finally, in
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Asia, countries like Iraq, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Turkey define all ; 

administrative centers or municipalities regardless of their size as urban, 

and in Iran, Bangladesh, Korea, and Pakistan, urban centers are defined by 

"urban" characteristics or by their administrative role if they have at least 

5,000 inhabitants (Compendium of Social Statistics: 1977, 1980). The 

designation of "urban" follows, therefore, national definitions. The 1980 

data following the same definition have been taken from the 1983 World Tables 

of the World Bank. _ ..-. . .• :,-•-,,; • -•.. . • ,, s .•-,. ••-.,,

Physicians per 10/000 Population . . ...

The number of physicians per 10,000 population at the beginning and 

end of the decade has been taken from World Health Statistics of the World 

Health Organization. : :: .is... . ; , ,,: . = ; ;\,.,r;rf . ;-;•;:;

Daily Per Capita Supply of Calories as Percentage of Requirement

The daily per capita calorie supply is calculated by dividing the 

caloric equivalence of the available food supplies in a country by the 

country's total population. The available food supplies comprise domestic 

production, imports less exports, and changes in stocks: they include animal 

feed, seeds for use in agriculture, and the quantities of food lost in ^ ; -: r:' 

processing and distribution. The daily per capita calorie requirement refers 

to the calories needed to sustain the population at normal levels of activity 

and health, taking into account its age and sex distribution, average body 

weights, and environmental temperatures. Both sets of estimates are taken 

from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (World 

Development Report, 1979; and World Tables, 1983). .>.-,. ; .-.,- . • • ; ; ,.
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Total Educational Expenditure as Percent of GNP . " - .> .r-o.-.--

Public expenditure on education is expressed as a percentage of the 

Gross National Product (GNP) in U.S. dollar. It includes public expenditure 

on public education as well as subsidies for private education, but it does 

not show private expenditure on education due to the lack of data for a great 

number of countries. It refers to educational expenditure at every level of 

administration according to the constitution of each country, that is, 

central or federal government, state governments, provincial or regional 

authorities, and local authorities. In general, these statistics do not take 

into account foreign aid received for education (UNESCQ Statistical ; 

Yearbook, 1976 and 1983). ^-< •'? ,- ^ -: ^. •

. .j.,,j-;>V- ••;". " ,.c> £'-.!.',;..-• -•'•'"-• • : .:'.".l-"-••'' '" -• '•'' •' ' - ;'- '.- - •--• ' •.''-'• • • • - 

Percent of Population in Absolute Poverty with the Kravis Adjustment i ' + •->*•'

The Kravis adjustment is a technique aimed at measuring real product 

and income so that comparisons between countries are possible. This _vL,> 

measurement is achieved by means of equivalent purchasing power conversion 

ratios. Using this methodology of conversion, Ahluwalia has calculated GNP 

per capita levels. Furthermore, he has also assumed that the income level 

corresponding to the 40th lower percentile of the Indian population ..,.«; -1,; 

represents an international poverty line. Then, combining this international 

poverty line with the GNP per capita and income distribution of each country, 

Ahluwalia has obtained the 1975 estimates of the percentage of population in 

absolute poverty used in this monograph (Ahluwalia et al., 1978).

Income Share of the Lowest 20 Percent of Households - ;

National income received by the lowest 20 percent of households
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indicates the percentage of private income (both in cash and kind) received 

by the poorest 20 percent of households. Data on income distribution are not 

readily available for many developing countries and those that are available 

are generally inadequate in terms of accuracy and completeness. The present 

set of data, prepared by the World Bank, is based on current disposable 

income defined as a composite of wages and salaries, both in cash and in kind 

(excluding social security and private insurance contributions); net income 

from self-employment (including income in kind, such as consumption of own 

product and imputed rents from owner-occupied houses); income from personal 

investments (excluding capital gains and proceeds from dissavings); and 

social security receipts and other current income transfer receipts minus 

direct taxes. These data, however, are not in all cases based on homogeneous 

sources. There are differences between countries regarding: (a) the -. , 

completeness of coverage (sometimes only the urban or some part of the urban 

areas are covered), (b) the concept of income (in-kind income), which is not 

always included, and imputed income from consumption of own produce or use of 

own property, which is not always specified; (c) the definition of income 

recipient unit, for which information is given for households in some cases, 

and in some others it is given for individuals, and (e) the evaluation of 

basic data with regard to accuracy, fitness, and lack of bias. Furthermore, 

the World Bank does not have a set of figures for all countries for the same 

year or the same time period. For this reason, we have chosen generally only 

those cases in which the information is given within the 1970-1975 period 

(Hughes, 1982).
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Percent of Population With an Income Below $50 :-' •—:/- ;; -"- ' ^ ;1 -J-r-:. ! :

Income distribution is usually measured in terms of relative 

inequality. However, a more direct view of absolute poverty is seen by 

looking at absolute standards of living in terms of calorie intake and --•• 

nutrition levels/ clothing, sanitation, health, education, and so on. A 

measure of poverty would show deficiencies in these essential requirements. 

To the extent to which these deficiencies are reflected in income levels, 

such a measure can be approximated by comparing absolute levels of income or 

consumption or different population groups after a "minimum level" has been 

defined. Thus, Ahluwalia has estimated for 1969 the percent of the - 

population living below an arbitrary poverty line of annual per capita income 

of U.S. §50 per annum. This estimate does not take into account that 

socially meaningful standards of living vary with the general level of ; -""' 

economic, social, and political development, and also depend, to a certain 

extent, on climatic and ethnographic variables (Ahluwalia in: Chenery, et 

al., 1974). ••' ' v' -*•-; =•••:••• :.;.• - * - ^"- -•'---; '.- o.^ : ,——, •;.-• ' -V
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•-,,-,- .-,,.., , - , :, .,. : ,.- /},. , : . FINDINGS .• ...... -•• ..,,..„«_ ,- . .. ; .,

A.- Interrelations Between Indicators of Women's Status j . / , -

Since several indicators have been used to tap each dimension of ; 

women's status, the analysis focuses on each cluster of indicators. , ; : ,

1.- Indicators of Women's Labor Force Participation. Statistics on nine 

different indicators of women's labor force participation were collected, 

namely: ••••v-y.;., , •• ,n- ... .;.; .- _ • '• ,:••'•• ...,• .-. ••-.- ':f ,$•-•.- •--• •..*»>"• •;». ,.-.-•:••: •••

- economic activity rate (labor force participation rate); . :0 „:,-,..,

- percent of women in the labor force working as unpaid family ..,!?' 

, •,, ., , workers; •,,,;• ••.-•,-•_-.••• - -•• vr-: , :,:...• >< , : . ••••^•-^ •, ut4a :;••• 5 ••••\dtl?

- percent of women in the labor force working as employers; ;.,'c:fr>:; 

-.-,... - percent of women in the labor force working on own account; *.-.. f.-'j--- ;.

- percent of women in the labor force working as employees or wage 

. -,-. earners; ,. , .;• ;. . v .. ,.,_ - ;..-. ' ,-. ..:,. . • . .,:•,.-..: ;; ,-.,- ,.;;,•:-

- percent of women in labor force; ... - , 

,-:• - percent of women in agricultural labor force; Vs>; o;-:,-,,,,, .../ ... 

v ,;;; - women's unemployment rate; and -; , ^ :!.;-,-,Y;« , ;; :-^-:-•••:-••• s: - .. •

- women's share of paid employment.

Because of serious interrelated conceptual and methodological problems 

with the available data regarding women's economic activity rates and 

employment status in several countries, the analysis of the data was 

undertaken after the problematic data for these countries were eliminated. 

The methodological problems consist mainly in the underenumeration of unpaid 

female family workers, especially in rural areas. This has been documented
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for the Latin American/ Middle Eastern, and North African regions and a few 

countries in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa (Safilios-Rothschild, 1982a and 

1982b; Wainerman de Lattes, 1981), The underenumeration of unpaid female 

family workers is due to several factors: the time reference of employment 

used (e.g./ one week before the census)/ which does not allow the enumeration 

of women working seasonally in agriculture; the sex role stereotypes of 

enumerators, which lead them to define women's agricultural work as auxiliary 

to that of men and as an extension of the wife's role; and women's adherence 

to patriarchal values, which make them unwilling to admit that they are 

engaging in work/ such as, working in the fields, which might be considered 

"masculine" (Chamie, 1979; Safilios-Rothschild/ 1982a, 1982b, 1984).

The consequences of this underenumeration are serious. First, women's 

activity rates are grossly underestimated, and second, the available 

statistics on women's employment status are distorted in that the apparently 

high percent of women in the labor force who are in paid employment is 

misleading because the percent of unpaid female family workers is incorrectly 

very low. For this reason, women's share of paid employment as an indicator 

of women's economic activity has the advantage of being independent from the 

total labor force data, which are fraught with problems, and is instead based 

only on paid employment data that are consistently more valid than other 

economic activity data for women. .,....--< .<~

Despite the problems, up to now the most commonly used indicator is 

women's economic activity rate. The correlation matrix for the global data 

for 1970 (Annex III) shows that the more women participate in the 

agricultural labor force and the more they work as unpaid family workers or 

on own account/ but the less they work as employers or in paid employment,
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the higher is women's economic activity rate. The status of women, however, 

in terms of access to other valued resources (education and survival, for 

example) is high when they work as employers or in paid employment and not 

when they work as unpaid family workers. The economic activity rate is a 

composite indicator including different employment statuses, some of •„. 

which—such as unpaid family work—indicate low status, while others such as 

paid employment indicate high status. Because these components indicate 

opposite trends that cancel each other, it is not surprising that the -.,-;. 

economic activity rate is unrelated to many indicators of women's status. 

And when economic activity rate is related to some indicators (e.g. , female 

school age and reproductive age mortality), the relationship is in a - -...-., •••:+• 

direction indicating a low status of women in terms of access to education 

and survival. --..,< ... •..•.-- .^•-.- , •-.. .••„ -, ••;•.:- •>: ^ .;••

The correlation matrix for 1980 (Annex III) shows similar basic trends 

in that the more women work as unpaid family workers and the less they work 

as employees or wage earners, the higher their economic activity rate. The 

less women work as unpaid family workers and the more they work as employees 

or wage earners, the higher the women's share of paid employment. There are, 

however, some differences in 1980 in that while women's economic activity is 

not related to any other indicator of women's status, it is positively 

related to women's share of paid employment. . ••- .->.•><;.{ , --.-;> j.

: The regional analysis undertaken after the statistics for women's 

activity rate, employment status, and unemployment rate were taken out in the 

Latin American, Middle Eastern, and North African regions and for three 

countries in Asia (India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan) and five countries in 

sub-Saharan Africa (Burkina Faso, Angola, Mauritania, Mauritius, and Uganda)
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where these data are incomplete and misleading, shows that: • -xv ; >

(1) In 1970 in sub-Saharan Africa and Asia, the higher the percent of women 

in the agricultural labor force, the higher the percent of unpaid female 

family workers, and the lower the women's share of paid employment, the i;i 

higher the economic activity rate. The higher the women's share of paid 

employment was, on the other hand, the greater was women's access to >;'•••- 

elementary and secondary school education, the higher was their life ; . ' 

expectancy, but also, the higher was their unemployment rate (only because 

female unemployment tends to be recorded more accurately when women are 

employed in the formal sector). Women's economic activity rate was not 

related to any of these indicators of women's access to education and -3 

survival. It seems, therefore, that in 1970 a high economic activity rate 

did not indicate a high status for women; on the contrary, it tended to ir 

indicate women's unpaid labor force participation, primarily in agriculture. 

Women's share of paid employment, however, seems to indicate consistently a 

high status for women. In 1980 the trends are somewhat different, although 

the overall trend remains that women's share of paid employment is a :1 : 

consistently more powerful indicator of women's status, especially in - 

sub-Saharan Africa. In Asia but not in sub-Saharan Africa, the female 

economic activity rate is related to women's share of paid employment and it 

indicates a high status of women in terms of access to education and survival 

but not as consistently as women's share of paid employment. In sub-Saharan 

Africa, only women's share of paid employment is an indicator of women's 

access to valued resources. .Ji.-T.v-. ;t*'r*\,-'s:.;•.. ...•-*..- ,/r :/.;oc ...*.;.•.:•>•• <,::-;•;• n • : -> :

(2) In the Latin American and Caribbean and the Middle Eastern and North 

African regions, women's share of paid employment is the only valid indicator
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of women's labor force participation. In Latin America and the Caribbean, > 

the greater is women's share of paid employment in a country, the higher the 

women's wages as percent of male wages in agriculture and the higher their, . 

access to secondary education, while the economic activity rate is not .». 

related to other indicators of women's status. Thus, again women's share of 

paid employment, but not women's economic activity rate, indicates a high 

status of women.

The analysis of the data shows that, with the currently available 

statistics in all regions, the most sensitive and powerful indicator of 

women's labor force participation, as well as of women's socioeconomic . ., 

status, is women's share of paid employment. Only in Asia does women's : 

economic activity rate seem to be an equally good indicator of women's : 

economic participation as women's share of paid employment. Other economic 

participation indicators may also be quite useful, however, from a policy 

point of view, such as the percent of women in the agricultural labor force 

and in countries in which women's labor force data are complete and accurate, 

the percent of women in the labor force who are employees or wage earners, 

and women's unemployment rate. It must be noted, however, that because the 

indicator of the percent of women in the agricultural labor force is a 

composite, it is not very useful unless it is disaggregated by type of 

agricultural employment into: farmers-owners or managers, agricultural •, 

laborers, and unpaid family workers. Furthermore, a number of methodological 

refinements are needed in defining these different types of agricultural 

work; this is especially important for recording accurately the numbers of 

women who own or manage their own farm lots, or who manage the entire family 

farm because the husband has migrated or works in another type of employment,
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as is often true in many sub-Saharan African countries. While in all cases 

and countries women's share of paid employment is the best indicator of ' ; ' " 

women's economic activity, in most cases it tends to be more relevant to the 

employment opportunities of urban women. It is, therefore, very important to 

develop well defined categories of different types of agricultural employment 

in order to capture the status of rural women in developing countries. -•'

2.- Indicators of Women's Access to Education '-';:; • c

Statistics have been collected on the following nine different -• - ' 

educational indicators: female gross primary school enrollment rate, percent 

of women who complete primary school, percent of students enrolled in primary 

school who are girls, female gross secondary school enrollment rate, percent 

of students enrolled in secondary school who are girls, percent of elementary 

school teachers who are women, female secondary level vocational education 

enrollment rate, percent of students enrolled in secondary level vocational 

school who are women, and women's illiteracy rate. ;- • „ .: o 

The correlation matrices for 1970 and 1980 (Annex III) show that all 

nine indicators are highly interrelated and the 1970 regional data generally 

show the same trends. The analysis of the 1980 regional data, however, --- 

points to the need for more than one specific educational indicator in order 

to assess adequately women's access to education. Only in Asia are all '••'•."-.y i--- 

educational indicators highly interrelated. In the other regions, the female 

elementary school completion rate is not related to other educational ••-? • 

indicators, although in sub-Saharan Africa it is related to the female '- 

secondary school gross enrollment rate. These findings do suggest the need 

to include the indicator of female elementary school completion in addition
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to the female illiteracy rate and elementary and secondary school gross : 

enrollment rates. •,-.-/-- - • • • 5 ^,. •• •• ' • -- : •-•••• -;•

Furthermore, policy considerations can guide the selection of the most 

appropriate educational indicators. These policy considerations can include:

a.- A policy concern with assessing the extent of illiteracy among 

women, since illiteracy is often a stumbling block for women who could •: 

otherwise participate in and benefit from development. The female illiteracy 

rate, however, can be very useful for a nation only if it is disaggregated by 

rural-urban residence, by age groups, and by districts or provinces, as has 

already been recommended by FAO and the Statistical Office of the United 

Nations Secretariat. ' >•? : - • • •- ••• >-- - ' •• •'--.=' •••••'• • •-'• -•' - '•-'••• •••'•'-- .:•

b.- A policy concern with assessing the extent to which women can 

complete primary school as opposed to just being enrolled in primary school. 

Primary school completion represents an important achievement for women in 

countries where women's educational level is low and it opens further 

educational, vocational, and employment avenues to them. The female primary 

school gross enrollment rate by itself may not be a very useful indicator, 

since girls' enrollment in most countries is characterized by a high drop-out 

rate throughout the years. Ideally, data for both female primary school 

enrollment and completion rates should be collected, but enrollment 

statistics alone are not sufficient. : . --•-.. >. --.£*•.-:,•'!

c.- In countries with a high female illiteracy rate and low female 

primary school enrollment and completion rates, the percent of elementary 

school teachers who are women is an extremely important indicator. In such 

countries, the percent of elementary school teachers who are women is usually 

quite low and an increase in the number of women teachers (especially in
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rural areas) has been found to represent a very important development -^K< 

intervention that helps increase girls' access to primary school education, 

at least in terms of enrollment, but not necessarily in terms of completion. 

- ; d. The presently available data on female secondary-level vocational 

school enrollment do not represent the most appropriate vocational data for 

developing countries. This is so because/ with the exception of most Latin 

American and some Asian countries, very few women have completed elementary 

school and can qualify for secondary-level vocational education. It would 

be, therefore, universally more appropriate to collect vocational education 

data for women at the elementary school level, including data regarding the 

apprentice system that is so widespread in many developing countries. It is 

interesting to note that several Francophone West African countries report 

data on apprentices although they are not always disaggregated by sex.

3.- Indicators of Women's Survival and Longevity. : .-••.v- •; ? ,„• ; lf , 

V.'' Women's survival and longevity were measured by the following 

indicators: '-^i.^ •-••. .--;--\ •. : :, • '' •=:• . "-• •'••"- ;: ; • ----- : • 

-';•-- - female infant mortality rate; "-• '••=•••.''•"•• *•-'- • ^...- -- ..-'-• :/•••-•' - - IP 

•-"•'• - female child mortality rate; "•' -• ,>' •'• '-':-&-•", --'••:.« - v -*vf. '- - ' .•-.. -.;• - .-.= ;-• ---

- female school age (5-9 years) mortality rate; ^'.••^•^ ••-'•-' ^->;.

- female adolescent (10-14 years) mortality rate; >; ; -- ; 4

- female mortality rate at 15-24 years; '•>-• > a,, -, -

- female mortality rate at 25-34 years; * ;,.. ^;H : •;..>- • vv :

- female mortality rate at 35-44 years; \- -«• :.;••'. "•• - •-:-- -"• • 

.•..'..•- - maternal mortality rate; and •• t^^r^s;^.5 ^ ;;.., -•J ^~;o". '^ ?;::-. ; ,•»; -. 

" . - female life expectancy at birth. :;r y-n;y rnb rffi^aidrt.; -;-r.v :iai5 .Mii .
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Ideally, a set of indicators should also be available measuring er. ; 

directly women's access to food and health care at different ages. Since, . 

however, such indicators are lacking, the above mortality and longevity 

indicators are considered to be proxy indicators of women's access to food

and health care. .-•,.,£ <T :..,.-_. - .^v^ r :•. ..-., ,,,- .-.-,,;. •<;-' r>v : - l>- • .-•!•,; 5*- -.- ••*:.-.&

The correlation matrices for the 1970 and 1980 data (Annex III) show 

significant correlations between all the above indicators. The only i; 

exception is the lack of a significant relationship between the maternal 

mortality rate and female mortality rate during the reproductive years in 

1970. The reason for this lack of a significant relationship may be the poor 

and incomplete state of the data for both sets of indicators in 1970. In 

1980, the two sets of mortality indicators are interrelated mainly because 

maternal mortality data for the majority of sub-Saharan African as well as 

for several Asian countries, for which the 1970 data were incomplete, are not 

available. Thus, the 1980 relationship is based on a smaller number of 

countries, primarily Latin American and Caribbean and some Asian, in which 

the coverage of maternal mortality is more complete. ... . , ..

The analysis of the regional data shows that in sub-Saharan Africa 

where mortality data are the least reliable, interrelations between different 

mortality indicators are not consistent. Female infant mortality is not, for 

example, related to female child mortality and child mortality is not related 

to reproductive age mortality. Most probably, the lack of consistent 

interrelations in this region is due primarily to incomplete and unreliable 

data. . -..••:•... -•-... .. . _. ., . ...,-,. .-.•;. •-

With respect to selecting a few indicators of women's survival and 

longevity, policy considerations can again provide guidelines. While usually
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the female infant and child mortality rate and the life expectancy rate are 

the most commonly used indicators, additional mortality indicators such as 

female school age and adolescent mortality are also very important. This is 

due to the fact that they can serve as proxy indicators of school age and 

adolescent girls' access to food and health care, an assessinent of great 

importance in developing countries in which the status of women is low, and 

where girls in these age groups have been found to be particularly vulnerable 

(Safilios-Rothschild, 1982c). It is especially revealing to compare school 

age and adolescent boys' and girls' mortality rates in order to assess the 

extent to which girls have less access to food and health care. In 1980, for 

example, in Afghanistan, the school age mortality rate for boys was 5.90 and 

for girls 7.10, and the adolescent mortality rate was 4.90 for boys and 5.80 

for girls. In addition, the maternal mortality rate is an extremely & * ; -: - " 

important indicator that must be used in itself despite high correlations 

with other mortality indicators, because of its very important health program 

implications. Clearly, greater efforts must be made to improve the quality 

of maternal mortality data in all developing countries and of all mortality 

data in sub-Saharan Africa. ' ' : • ° - -•••'

^•~ Indicators of Women's Internal Migration •-•'• - — e- : ;;; v^i-L.-.iao>..

The migration data for 1970 (Annex III) show that women's involvement 

in internal migration is related to their high status in terms of access to 

paid employment, education, survival, and longevity. These trends are 

significant when the internal migration sex ratio is based either on lifetime 

migration or on last-residence migration data. Most probably women's access 

to education and survival facilitates their internal migration and in turn,
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their participation in internal migration facilitates their access to paid 

employment and longer life. , ,, , . .,..-• ,. ... •.,,,. ...... ,.•., -

5.- Women's Access to Remarriage ... ., : „,_

Unfortunately statistics on women's (and men's) remarriage rates are 

not available for the majority of developing countries. Instead, we used the 

following proxy indicators of remarriage rates: the number of widowed women 

per 100 widowed men; the number of divorced and separated women per 100 

divorced and separated men; and the number of widowed, divorced, and 

separated women per 100 widowed, divorced, and separated men. , ;

The global 1970 and 1980 data (Annex III) show that the higher the 

status of women in a developing country in terms of access to paid 

employment, education, and survival, the smaller the number of widowed women 

per 100 widowed men, which suggests a higher widowed women's remarriage rate. 

When it comes to divorced and separated women, however, the status of women 

is not related to their remarriage rate. Remarriage of all women, ........

though—widowed, divorced, and separated—is higher when the total fertility 

rate is low. Having fewer children seems to facilitate women's remarriage. 

In addition, the 1980 data show that the greater the number of men per 100 

women of working age in a country, the higher the remarriage rate of widowed 

women. Thus, while widowed women seem to be preferred over divorced women as 

marriage partners, their chances are improved when they have fewer children 

(hence, usually when they are younger) and when there is a sufficient number 

of eligible men. .,: . ....... .-, ... . .. s .. ...

Although the global data show that in developing countries widowed 

women have, in general, a greater probability of remarrying than divorced and 

separated women—most probably because, within a traditional context, the
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latter may be viewed as "problem" women who might have caused the dissolution 

of their marriage—the regional data reveal more complex and several --- 

different patterns. In Asia, the better the status of women in terms of 

share of paid employment and access to education, the more widowed women per 

100 widowed men. It seems that high women's status does not necessarily lead 

to higher remarriage rate of widows in this region, possibly because when 

widows can support themselves they may choose to remain unmarried. Also in 

Asia, the fewer the men in the working-age population, the more the widowed, 

divorced, and separated women. The large-scale international migration of 

working-age men in many Asian countries may be changing the structural 

conditions for women's ability to remarry. In the Latin American and 

Caribbean region, on the other hand, the better the status of women in terms 

of access to paid employment, education, and survival, the fewer the divorced 

and separated women. In this region, it seems that divorced women with 

resources have a good chance to remarry except in countries where the total 

fertility rate is high. Also in this region, the fewer the men of working 

age, the more widowed women. In Africa, there is no pronounced pattern 

except that the higher the mortality rate during reproductive years, the 

fewer the widowed women simply because fewer women survive.
• n.-

6. - Women's Access to Employment in Different Occupational and

Industry Categories """ •"'

The 1970 and 1980 data on occupational and industry groups (Annex III) 

do not show any consistent trends. Even when relationships are significant, 

it is very difficult to explain them. These findings are most probably due 

to the fact that occupational and industry groups are mixed groups. Each of 

them may include some occupations or some types of industry that reflect a
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high status of women and others that reflect a low status of women. Some 

professional occupations/ for example, such as elementary school teachers, 

usually reflect a low status of women while other occupations such as lawyers 

or physicians reflect a high status of women. Indicators of women's access 

to different occupational and industry categories may be better suited for 

the monitoring of changes over time in a particular country or different - 

regions in a particular country. But even in this case, data on women's ; .< 

access to specific occupations would be much more useful in assessing changes 

in women's occupational options, r:: - - . •;• . •/••••

Because we find no clear-cut or meaningful trends, occupational and 

industry groups will be excluded from all subsequent analyses in this 

monograph. i>-* ,:/*-'•;.. ••-.•^•~^j- ?(• .•{••£?•«, .r^,;;~:n?.>^ ^.? >*-'• ^ ^\;;.. '«> r,-.>..-.. ,

B. Interrelations Between Economic and Social Devejxipment and Women's

StatUS :- : : •,. ,•;;. . •! :j.:r: .. .-.••: -... ' - .:-• ^

A basic theoretical premise developed in greater detail elsewhere 

(Safilios-Rothschild, 1980, 1982, 1984, 1985) is that gender becomes a very 

important criterion for the allocation of valued resources when these 

resources are scarce. When, in a society, the available valued resources are 

scarce, usually class stratification tends to be rigid, the degree of social 

development and income distribution are low, and the majority of the < : 

population has little access to the valued resources. Under these conditions 

of scarcity, sex stratification is also enforced. The male bias in the 

distribution of the scarce resources is justified by the basic tenet of sex 

stratification, according to which men are financially responsible for women 

and-children. :..;:&%.,:£.; .-•>„• .-.•..* aa-^-;-:...- v^'jx-^ :-•.'. .,-':> ::;--.>;^ ,-..'"•- <':• u~- ;.• .. ^s-:".
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A basic hypothesis, therefore/ is that the more scarce the valued ;\-l 

resources are, the more limited is women's access to these resources. The 

scarcity of resources is, in turn, affected by the degree of economic and ; 

social development/ the rate of population growth, and the degree of equality 

in income distribution. Furthermore, the mode of allocation of scarce i> >K 

resources may be affected by structural factors that question the basic -*. 

justification of sex stratification, namely, women's economic dependence on 

men. Such structural factors are: male manpower shortages and a high >. : 

incidence of female-headed households (Saf ilios-Rothschild, 1985). .-. v 

The detailed hypotheses to be tested/ therefore, are: : '" 

a. The higher the level of economic development in a country, the 

. , higher the status of women in terms of access to valued resources.

b. The higher the rate of population growth, the more scarce become 

s'j^ valued resources and the lower the status of women in terms of 

. access to these resources. . .,. ,. ...- ^--.tiX , ..

c. The higher the degree of social development and of equality in 

_-. - : income distribution, the less scarce are valued resources and the 

higher the status of women. ...•_• ./o;•;..,• . . •, .- -JMJ ...;-, •.,.<..-

?;,:, d. The greater the male manpower shortage in a country, the greater 

_'•• . '" •••- '& the women's access to paid employment. ---^- -i-c.t r: ••-!•-.. •-•_. -.^ .- 

e. The higher the proportion of female-headed households, the greater 

"-'•'.'::.' .•:-.•• •/. the women's access to paid employment. -.-...,•.-. .-,-.• •:;* •:-.;-.. :--.-.4 i^;i, -..-..•:

The analysis of the 1970 data (ANNEX IV) shows the following major 

trends corresponding to the above hypotheses: '• r * : ' •-•'•••• ••• ••• --: -.rr.:. -:t .-.-j ;

c a.- The level of economic development (as measured by the per capita 

GNP) is in all cases related to women's access to education and survival, but
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only in Latin American and Caribbean and the Middle Eastern and North African 

regions is it also related to women's access to paid employ merit. In the 

sub-Saharan African region, the per capita GNP is not related to women's 

share of paid employment and is negatively related to women's activity rate. 

This negative correlation can be explained by the fact that a high activity 

rate in this region primarily reflects rural women's involvement in unpaid 

agricultural work due to male migration, which is work that, as we saw ,.•.>= 

earlier, indicates a low status for women. ; . .5

b.- The higher the rate of population growth in a country, the lower 

the women's access to all resources: education, survival, and paid -.-,;.- 

employment. It seems, therefore, that the population pressure renders 

valued resources scarce and gender becomes an important allocational i 

criterion that favors men. These global trends, however, hold true only in 

the Latin American and Caribbean region and only with respect to women's 

access to education and paid employment, and not in terms of survival. In 

the sub-Saharan African region, on the other hand, only infant girls' > 

survival and girls' elementary school completion rates are affected adversely 

by a high rate of population growth. fd: i;v ; ;-v. . / -.-.j.j^o ' -\j^-^^r^^

c.- At the global level of analysis, the higher a country's degree of 

social development and equality of income distribution, the higher the status 

of women in terms of access to all valued resources. The degree of social 

development is measured with four indicators: percent of urban population, 

number of physicians per 10,000 population, daily calorie supply as percent 

of requirements, and total education expenditures as percent of GNP per *'' 

capita, and all of them are equally important for women's status. The same 

holds true for at least one of the two indicators of the degree of equality
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of income distribution. When the regional data are examined, however, these 

trends are less clear-cut and universal. Only total education expenditures 

as percent of GNP per capita is related in all regions to women's access to 

paid employment. In addition, in sub-Saharan Africa where medical care is 

scarce, the number of physicians per 10,000 population is also related to .: T 

women's access to paid employment/ since an increase in the number of 

physicians indicates an overall higher degree of social development that is 

beneficial to women. .o- • • -., -.1..^ .•»•.. - • . ^.- ••.•.*.,;•{>'. , .-?-•• . • : .

d.- The greater the male labor shortage in a country, the greater is 

women's access to paid employment. This trend holds true in all regions 

except sub-Saharan Africa, where male rural-urban (or international) * 

migration results in women assuming all agricultural work in predominantly 

subsistence agriculture rather than engaging in paid employment. ~ noi:--:..: :•;

e.- While the relationship between the proportion of female-headed

households and women's share of paid employment is upheld by the 1970 data,
<f.

this trend holds true only in the Latin American and Caribbean region where,

in most countries, the percent of female-headed households has been high and 

visible in official statistics. , rt Jv.<.-.v •.*• . ^" ,-q 3*. •--£.-. . -.,-'• -->

• f.- With regard to women's option to migrate within the country, the 

only significant finding is that the higher the degree of urbanization in a 

developing country, the lower the migration sex ratio or the more women than 

men are involved in internal migration. ' i • " : v/ ' -.••.•* -*.-••• -t..-/r:'v - 

The analysis of the 1980 data (Annex IV) shows considerably different 

trends, which reflect at least in part social structural changes that have 

taken place during this decade, affecting both the level of economic and j ' 

social development and the status of women in many developing countries. The
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main findings on the basis of the 1980 data are: •••'*•" ' '•'

1.- Although the global 1980 data show that the higher the economic 

development in a Third World country, as measured by GNP per capita, the 

higher the status of women in terms of access to valued resources, including 

paid employment, the regional data show that in none of the regions is GNP 

per capita related to women's share of paid employment. The level of 

economic development of a Third World country is related only to women's 

access to education and survival. . ' ••-.-••. • .x • •

2.- At the global level, the higher the degree of social development 

in a Third World country, the higher the status of women in terms of access 

to valued resources, including paid employment. This trend holds true in 

1980, however, only when social development is measured by the daily calorie 

supply as percent of requirements, and only in Asia (Annex IV). In Latin 

America and the Caribbean and sub-Saharan Africa, the daily calorie supply 

as a percent of requirements is related only to women's access to education 

and survival but not to paid employment. The regional data also show that 

total education expenditures as a percent of GNP per capita is also an 

important indicator of social development for women's access to education and 

survival but not to paid employment. In addition, only in sub-Saharan Africa 

is the number of physicians per 10,000 population also significantly related 

to women's access to education, infant survival, and life expectancy. This 

is probably due to the scarcity of medical care in the region that renders an 

increase in the number of physicians an important indication of social 

development. It is important to underline that, in sub-Saharan Africa, total 

education expenditures as percent of GNP per capita is the most important 

indicator of social development for women's access to education. The policy
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implications are grave because this trend indicates that women's access to 

education in this region, which at present is quite low, may not improve 

significantly in many countries if the budget allocated for education does 

not increase significantly. •_„..-, -.••-••••-..^ • .. : .--,.-*-,.. - - - - ; ;

3.- In 1980, a male labor shortage does not seem to be related to 

women's access to paid employment, as was true in 1970. Only in the Latin 

American and Caribbean region do male labor shortages continue to be related 

to women's greater share of paid employment. : •-.-_- , :. ?.•,.-... ,

4.- In 1980, as in 1970, the higher the percent of female-headed 

households, the higher was women's share of paid employment, but also the ; , 

higher was their access to education, which was not true in the 1970 data. 

These trends hold primarily in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, where the higher 

the percent of female-headed households, the higher not only is women's 

access to paid employment and education but also to survival in different age 

groups (or to longevity in sub-Saharan Africa). In the Latin American and 

Caribbean region, only women's access to elementary and secondary education, 

and not to paid employment, is positively related to the incidence of ,: ; - 

female-headed households. The differences between the 1970 and 1980 findings 

can be explained in terms of the greater availability of statistics on this 

indicator. In addition, public recognition of the existence of such 

households seems to have helped break down women's image as dependents and 

broaden their options. - •• :?•...*.•*•••••.--.•- • .-. ••. , •-...,,.

5.- The global 1980 data show that the rate of population growth 

affects adversely women's share of paid employment as well as their access to 

education and infant survival (and, hence, their life expectancy). The -..,.-•.' 

regional data show some important variations. In the Latin American and •&{
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Caribbean region, the trends are similar to the global ones, but only women's 

access to paid employment and to secondary education are affected adversely 

by a high rate of population growth. Women's access to elementary education 

is already universal and is not threatened by population pressure. In Asia, 

population pressure makes only education scarce so that women's access to it 

is low, and in sub-Saharan Africa population does not seem to affect women's 

status. The latter finding is surprising in view of the high rate of "'••• ' ••• l '•'• - 

population growth in the African continent. It is possible, however, that 

because high population pressure is almost universal in this region, there is 

little variation and differentiation in the observed trends.

On the basis or all 1970 and 1980 findings at the global and regional 

level, we could conclude that: ,'-'• •'- ---•••"" = • ,:..-•' ^'<i^>-> ^n ; :;• ' '.::<?

1.- In all regions, the level of economic development is important for 

women's access to education and survival, but not to paid employment. ;• J —

2.- The degree of social development, measured either by the daily calorie 

supply as percent of requirements or by total education expenditures as 

percent of GNP per capita, is positively related to women's status in terms 

of access to education and survival but not to paid employment. While in 

1970 a higher degree of social development in a Third World country was 

related to women's access to paid employment, this was no longer true in 

1980. Higher unemployment rates in most developing countries due to high 

rates of population growth, economic problems, and other structural factors 

have made paid employment an increasingly scarce resource reserved for men. 

3.- There are important regional variations in the relationships existing 

between structural factors that affect the operation of the sex - i ' :''-- 

stratification system (rate of population growth, sex ratio of working age
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population, and percent of female-headed households) and the status of women. 

In all regions, a high rate of population growth makes educational resources 

scarce and, hence, women's access to these resources problematic. In a 

region like Latin America, however, only women's access to secondary 

education becomes problematic. Male labor shortages, on the other hand, tend 

to enhance women's access to paid employment only in the Latin American and 

Caribbean region, while in the sub-Saharan Africa region such a male labor 

shortage increases women's involvement in subsistence agriculture but not in 

paid employment. Overall, a high incidence of female-headed households seems 

to challenge the sex stratification axiom that women are economically .; 

dependent on men, and as a result, it enhances women's access to education 

and to paid employment. It seems, therefore, that, among those resources to 

which women have little access, paid enployment is the scarcest. Even more 

serious, economic and social development does not help increase women's ; s: 

access to paid employment. Only structural changes that document the absence 

of men, such as male labor shortages or increases in female-headed .-. I ;-::=... 

households, may help increase women's access to paid employment. But as long 

as men are present and are heads of households, women's access to paid >--.^ > 

employment remains restricted. nj:- :j^^^, • ,./- .- K ;> .••, .-..••.-.•„*: i^ -v:-^^c, v^ir-t .> ^ : "-<I

When changes in economic and social development between 1970 and 1980 

were examined in conjunction with changes in women's access to valued -":••:--L 

resources during the decade, no consistent trend was found. In some of the 

countries where, for example, women's access to elementary school (gross 

enrollment rate) had deteriorated, total education expenditures as percent of 

GNP per capita had increased (Afghanistan, Trinidad and Tobago) and in others 

it had decreased (Colombia, Guatemala, Liberia). The same inconsistent -*:.•£
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trends have been found with regard to all indicators. It seems/ therefore, 

that increases or decreases in economic and/or social development are not 

sufficient in determining the status of women. Other structural factors such 

as factors affecting the scarcity of resources, including the rate of 

population growth, and factors affecting the operation of sex stratification, 

including male labor shortages, the visibility of female-headed households, 

and specific policies and programs aimed at closing male-female 

differentials, may be more important for women's status than the degree of 

economic and social development. ' ° : '' -j^

C.- Interrelations Between Male-Female Status Differences and the

Status of Women

• :i The 1970 and 1980 data (Annex V) show that the size of male-female 

differences may indicate a high or low status of women depending upon the 

indicator and the meaning of the male-female difference. In all areas in 

which men's access to valued resources has been much greater than women's, a 

small male-female difference indicates an improvement in women's access. 

Thus, the smaller the male-female difference in the illiteracy rate, for 

example, the higher is women's status because of their improved access to 

literacy. In the case of life expectancy, however, the trend is the opposite 

because when women's access to food and health care improves, they outlive 

men. In this case, therefore, the greater the male-female difference in life 

expectancy, the higher the women's life expectancy since a large male-female 

difference is usually due to the improvement of women's survival chances. In
•, • ^-y.^. ", • • - - .• ' -

more detail, the following are the major trends:

The .smaller the male-female differences in the illiteracy rate and
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V,..,. , all other educational indicators, the higher the status of ' vs - : •

. women-not only in terms of access to literacy and elementary and

r secondary education, but also in terms of survival and access to

•• '• -, paid employment. „ - -•; ••„,, ':... . =. ,,.,:..-..-. -V.- /;.,-.-s nf.-^ .,--. • __ '.- ' ' •' , ,_•» - r • -. : i^s •._"*.' . . *- ....-•" ;i .^ ,i fc 1- -_- .i -_ r -..* ^»*j*J -i — ,*--

, - „ In 1980, but not in 1970, the smaller the male-female differences 

in infant and child mortality, the higher the status of women in 

. terms of lower female infant and child mortality, survival at all 

ages, longevity, and access to paid employment* The reason these 

trends existed at the end of the decade but not in the beginning of 

the decade may be the considerable reduction in female infant and 

child mortality in many countries in 1980. -: : , frV .4 , ,: -v ,; - -: 

The greater the male-female difference in mortality at school age, 

... adolescence, and reproductive ages, the higher the status of women 

Y in terms of lower mortality for these age groups, because a greater 

,-••;: ,-.. male-female differential usually indicates an increased male /-";-:; 

mortality in those age groups due primarily to automobile accidents 

and/or violence and less so to improvements in women's mortality. 

T The greater women's access to paid employment, the smaller the

male-female differentials in access to education due to women's 

• -• r better access to education, and the smaller the male-female _ -. r 

, differentials in infant and child mortality due to improved female 

infant and child survival. / . r ; ,..-. ..'...-,- 

The analysis of the regional data shows, as was true in other cases, 

that the trends for the Latin American and Caribbean region are very similar 

to the global trends, especially at the end of the 1970-80 decade. 3 Some 

trends, however, hold true with little variation for all regions. The
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smaller the male-female differentials in illiteracy, the better the status of 

women in all regions—and not only in terms of access to elementary and 

secondary education. Also, in all regions, small male-female differentials 

are related to women's greater share of paid employment. Thus, these -• 

aggregate data conEirm field data from several countries, which show that 

parents' investment in their daughters' education is just as sensible as an 

investment in their sons's education, since women now have increased access 

to paid employment (Safilios-Rothschild, 1984). In addition, in Asia and 

Latin America and the Caribbean, small male-female differentials in the 

illiteracy rate are also related to low female infant and child mortality and 

high life expectancy. Male-female differentials in other educational >*"••''• 

indicators, with the exception of the elementary gross enrollment rate, show 

less consistent trends, especially in the case of male-female differentials 

in elementary school completion. It seems, therefore, that male-female 

differentials in the illiteracy rate or in the elementary school enrollment 

rate are powerful indicators of women's status. :;«

D.- Interrelations Between Economic and Social Development and •.••,-.^'?••••'

Male-Female Status Differences ... ...-.-• ^ .. •• ,,, , ,--., -o I

•••---•' The tables presented in Annex VI show some variation between the trends 

observed in the 1970 and 1980 data. According to the 1970 global data, the 

higher the rate of population growth, the greater the tendency to allocate 

scarce resources to men and, therefore, the bigger the male-female 

differences in educational indicators due to women's limited access to 

education. Thus, in sub-Saharan Africa, the higher the rate of population 

growth, the greater the male-female differential in access to literacy and

49



elementary school enrollment in favor of men, and in Latin America, the -.-.-•-;. 

higher the rate of population growth, the higher the differential in !>•;•••• 

elementary school completion and secondary school enrollment in favor of men. 

But in Asia, educational male-female differentials do not seem to be affected 

by the rate of population growth. ">'^-± ;. -: x* ~;.nfci -^ :-M-O;! - - '--'^ z^f.-.v?~.~"•-• 

•-. ,: Although GNP per capita at the global level is not related to '.^ , •* r 

male-female differentials, the regional data define the existence of '--. -*•••;-. 

different relationships. Only in the Latin American and Caribbean region do 

increases in GNP per capita help close the gap between men's and women's /-..-. 

access to elementary and secondary education. In Asia, on the contrary, a 

high GNP per capita is not related to the size of existing male-female : 

differentials in education. And in sub-Saharan Africa, the higher the GNP 

per capita the higher the male-female differentials in access to secondary 

education, a most alarming trend for a continent in which women's access to 

secondary education is very low. But even a high degree of social .- 'w 

development or of equal distribution of income does not necessarily guarantee 

smaller male-female differentials. In Asia, a higher degree of social 

development (in terms of daily calorie supply as percent of requirement and 

total education expenditures as percent of GNP per capita) and a lower 

percent of the population receiving income per capita of less than $50, help 

girls catch up with boys in elementary school enrollment rate. This 

achievement, however, may mean little, since the male-female differentials in 

elementary school completion are not affected. In the Latin American and 

Caribbean region, a high degree of social development helps close the gap 

between men's and women's access to education, but in sub-Saharan Africa, a 

high degree of social development leaves male-female differentials in access
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to literacy and elementary school enrollment unchanged. In fact, in 1970 a 

high degree of social development was related to greater male-female ^r..,.. 

differentials in elementary school completion and secondary school enrollment 

because many more boys than yirls seem to benefit from ongoing social 

development. In 1980, a higher of urbanization in sub-Saharan Africa is -••--•-= 

still related to a higher male-female differential in access to secondary 

education. These findings in sub-Saharan Africa merit special attention by 

policymakers and planners since they call for specific guidelines to be - ;.•' 

established. Such guidelines would permit advances in economic and social 

development to benefit men and women equally and to close the male-female gap 

in access to literacy and schooling. • s-.'™ ... -•;-•-•••• -- -•:.'

In 1980, a high GNP per capita in all regions was not related to := 

existing male-female differentials. A high degree of social development in 

1980, on the other hand, was found to be related to smaller male-female 

differentials in access to education in Asia and to literacy in Latin America 

and the Caribbean, but not in sub-Saharan Africa. ••,-... - --:.o... . .: i—,-

The available statistics on the incidence of female-headed households 

reveal an important new trend: in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, the higher 

the percent of female-headed households, the smaller the male-female . ,,..-. 

differentials in access to education.

With regard to male-female differentials in survival and longevity, 

increases in the degree of social development seem to favor women. -.•••-••• 

Male-female differentials in life expectancy at birth increased in favor of 

women in 1970 and 1980, as well as in all regions with a higher degree of 

social development, but male-female differentials in infant and child 

mortality were not affected by the degree of social development. Only in
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Asia did a higher degree of equal distribution of income, and a higher :1 • 

incidence of female-headed households, accompany lower male-female •-*" ; : ;:1-' 

differentials in infant and child mortality. -.': •'•'•• ': '-^ •-1- •**-*-i --•• '•'•-' -' : \.-- i:- 

It seems, therefore, that male-female differentials in access to valued 

resources are extremely important and sensitive indicators of women's status 

and should be used along with indicators of women's absolute access to 

resources. Only in this way is it possible to assess the nature and > j^r 

direction of changes over time in different regions and countries. ^ w?.- '^
..*'.?-.'.-,: .-..•• .-:•: ... - : '. ——:.-. 7-..,-r^'. -,,-. '- -:: -V^..-." '=.. . •'. '' - ~ -V -•-..=

CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION: THE MOST USEFUL INDICATORS OF THE STATUS OF WOMEN

The analysis of the different sets of indicators of women's status in 

developing countries shows the following general trends: •'?"> • •.'• '•**'- $£• 

i",- 1.- There is a need to examine male-female differentials as an '.3,iX, 

important indicator of women's access to valued resources on a par with men. 

It is particularly important to monitor the extent to which men and women •• 

benefit equally from improvements in economic and social development, and to 

help close the gap between men's and women's access to valued resources. 

Such monitoring can help to establish guidelines for dealing with problematic 

areas and designing specific policies and programs for them. 5.-K: s>-l.^

2.- There is a need to include more than one indicator of women's 

access to education or survival even when these indicators are highly 

interrelated, in order to include indicators that provide useful information 

to policymakers regarding the design and implementation of appropriate • 

development interventions. Examples of such indicators are: the percent of 

elementary school teachers who are women, and the female childhood (5-9 

years) and adolescent (10-14) mortality rate; \~ .^a'.:-^r .,:
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3.- There is a need to disaggregate all indicators of the status of 

women in each country by rural-urban residence and by region, in order to ^t 

allow effective monitoring and policy-relevant analyses within each country.

With regard to the most useful indicators of women's status, the 

following seem to constitute a minimum set of indicators of the status of the 

majority of women in a developing country: : , c ,r.; j..

,-_.... 1.- As long as the quality of economic participation data is not 

substantially improved, women's share of paid employment is the only valid 

indicator of women's economic participation in all countries and in all 

regions, it is, however, necessary to improve the quality of data on women's 

economic participation by employment status and by rural-urban residence 

since, in many developing countries, the indicator of women's share of paid 

employment covers only a small minority of economically active women. It is 

especially crucial that methodological refinements are made to help collect 

complete and accurate data on the female agricultural labor force, 

particularly with respect to the prevalence of women farmers-owners or 

managers. The latter is necessary in order to be able to assess the status 

of women in sub-Saharan Africa in particular.

2.- In the area of women's access to education, two indicators must 

be included in addition to the usual indicators of women's illiteracy rate 

and elementary and secondary school enrollment rate. These are: women's 

elementary school completion rate and percent of elementary school teachers 

who are women. In addition, data must be collected about boys and girls in 

formal vocational training that does not require elementary school 

graduation, as well as trade apprentice arrangements.

3.- In the ar<*} ol: women's access to survival, the following proxy
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indicators seem to be the roost appropriate: female infant and child 

mortality rate, childhood and adolescence mortality, and maternal mortality, 

if the quality of the data for the latter can be significantly improved. • '-'"

While a great number of additional indicators of women's status in 

different sectors is needed, priority should be given to improving the '• ; -"^ 

quality of data for the above minimum set of indicators in order to be able 

to assess more reliably changes in women's status at the end of the 1980-90 

decade. '"-- --•' • '•"'<•-• -;o ;>;!"••- " ' -. ' ••-< .""•'••;' :' "-^?ov ' ..v^^:- v.i j./~j .^-^la-':--

9:?-'
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NOTES

1.- Correlation matrices Cor the Middle Eastern and North African .••.. 

region are not presented due to the small number of countries for most 

correlations. .,.-:.,».o, ..-.-; i; --.,-, - -.-.•:•.. - •.. ., •••.^.:-.-:-i i •-~- ' r>: •*• : ^ .,*.'..•• K •. --

2.- Tables with the correlation matrices at the regional level are 

not presented because of the considerable length of each of these 

tables. ..,....• , :-. t

3.- Tables with the correlation matrices at the regional level are

not presented because of the considerable length of each of these

tables. ,., - :.ji - ;..
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