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Despite reaching global parity in enrollment, gender and wealth disparities 

in education continue to undermine girls' learning and opportunities in 

low- & middle- income countries.  

Less than half 
of poor girls and boys complete 

primary school in 54% of low-  

and middle-income countries.  
(EGER, 2022) 

192 Million 
Girls are out of school 

worldwide 
(UNICEF, 2023) 

Less than half of 

poor young women 

(aged 20-24) can 

read in 73% of 

LMICs. 
(EGER, 2022) 

 

Illiterate women (aged 15-24) are 

1.5x 
more likely to hold attitudes 

accepting of violence against 

women by intimate partners than 

their literate peers in 32 low- and 

middle-income countries for which 

data were available. 
(EGER, 2022) 

 

Just 1 out of 10 
poor girls complete lower 

secondary school in 41% of low- 

and middle-income countries. 
(EGER, 2022) 

  

countries.   

Poor, young men are more 

likely to be literate than poor 

young women in 78% of low- 

and middle-income countries. 
(EGER, 2022) 
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Education is a right, and it is a critical tool for a feminist future 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The transformative 

power of secondary 

education 
 

Studies consistently 

demonstrate that investing in 

girls' secondary education 

yields numerous social, health, 

and economic benefits. By 

providing girls and women with 

quality education, societies can 

unlock their potential as agents 

of change, contributing to 

poverty reduction, improved 

health, and increased wellbeing 

for all. 
$15-30 

Trillion USD 

The estimated global loss in human capital 

wealth due to the lack of universal secondary 

education. 
(Wodon et al., 2018) 

 

2x 
Women with secondary education may expect to 

make almost twice as much as those who completed 

primary education alone. 
(Wodon et al., 2018) 

 

75% 
Attending some secondary school (vs. completing 

primary) reduces girls’ odds of child marriage by 

75% in West & Central Africa. 
(EGER, 2022) 

71% 
Attending some secondary school (vs. completing 

primary) reduces girls’ chances of childbearing 

before age 18 by 71% in West & Central Africa. 
(EGER, 2022) 
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