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FOCUSED ON ARVs. IPM and its partners have 

focused their microbicide development efforts on 

antiretroviral drugs (ARVs). Because ARVs are 

already proven effective in treating HIV „ they 

de“ne treatment standards globally „ they hold 

great promise as •next generationŽ microbicide 

candidates for preventing HIV. Unlike •early 

generationŽ candidates, ARVs speci“cally target HIV. 

IPM is conducting safety and acceptability trials of 

dapivirine, one of the most advanced ARVs in its 

pipeline, and anticipates beginning a large-scale 

ef“cacy trial in 2010.
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PARTNERING WITH DONORS
Nicola Brennan, Senior Development Specialist, Irish Aid, Dublin 

Progress in developing a microbicide of any kind has 

been complicated by increasingly difficult political 

environments in countries where trials are taking 

place, and by the failure of several early generation 

compounds to demonstrate efficacy. Against this 

complex backdrop, IPM and its partners have 

persevered, bolstered by the promising nature of 

dapivirine and other ARV-based candidates and knowing 

that efficacy trials will be more critical than ever.

VIGOROUSLY COMMITTED TO MICROBICIDES . . . 

AND RESULTS. IPM received important support 

totalling US$48 million in 2007, including grants 

for specific studies. 

Donors, like all organizations that partner with IPM, 

share IPM’s belief that, especially now, there simply 

is no alternative to perseverance. Microbicides 

have the potential to accomplish nothing less than 

improve the lives of millions of women and families.

Overseeing the Irish Government’s 

funding to the International 

Partnership for Microbicides since 

2003 has given me insight into their 

vision and work. In a world where 

women and girls remain the most 

vulnerable to HIV infection by virtue 

of their sex, their lack of status in 

society, and their lack of power in 

sexual relationships, an effective 

microbicide will give women hope, 

protection and control over their own 

bodies. As a woman I know how 

important that is. 

I am very impressed with the work 

of the International Partnership for 

Microbicides. They have maintained 

their vision of an effective and 

accessible microbicide, have 

developed strong partnerships 

with a range of agencies and have 

responded to our concerns. 

I am keen to see an effective 

microbicide that is affordable and 

accessible by women who need it. 

The International Partnership for 

Microbicides can make that happen.”
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RESEARCH: Building on Worldwide Findings

MICROBICIDES PREVENTION THROUGH PARTNERSHIP

IPM’s research programme has several objectives: Bring new ARV candidates 

to the research and development pipeline; advance development of IPM’s 

lead ARV-based microbicide candidates; and create new and different drug 

delivery mechanisms for women to choose from. IPM also supports applied 

biology research to add to the field’s body of knowledge on HIV infection, 

ARVs and potential drug resistance.

As with all IPM efforts, partnerships are key to 

progress in research. IPM helps coordinate the work 

of diverse researchers, furthering their ability to build 

on each other’s achievements. In addition to its own 

research and development studies, IPM provides 

support to independent academic and research 

institutions. IPM has arranged novel partnerships 

with pharmaceutical companies that, under 

royalty-free licensing agreements, 

allow IPM to develop and manufacture compounds 

such as microbicides, and distribute any resulting 

product in resource-poor countries at the lowest 

possible cost.
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Clinic Pharmacist Elizabeth Ngowi works 

in the temperature-controlled pharmacy 

in Moshi, Tanzania (Geoff Oliver Bugbee)

48405.indd   6 5/16/08   6:04:52 PM


